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Aerial View cont. 

with credit cards.  Michael Derks and Joel Stein will be reporting on their meeting with an attorney to  
discuss tax status for the club at the April meeting.  The Board will be bringing a final recommendation on a 
storage container so that we can better manage the club’s property at the field.  Finally, we decided to hold 
a club meeting at Drake Field on June 10, 9-10 am which will be followed by a “bring a brag” and swap 
shop and open flying.  This will be a great opportunity to show off new projects and to sell some  
unwanted items. 

 

Newsletter Editor 
The April issue of Flightlines culminates 3 years of outstanding service for Mark Smith as the club’s 

newsletter editor.  I want to thank Mark personally as well as on behalf of the club for producing a first-rate 
newsletter.  Please express your appreciation to Mark at the field or at a club meeting.  Elsewhere in this 
issue you will find an article on Marks activities – interesting reading 

After extended negotiations, bribes and other inducements, Dan St. John has agreed to become our new 
editor.  I look forward to working with Dan over the next year.  Please congratulate Dan for his willingness 
to assume a crucial job in service to the club. 

 
Keep it on the short grass. 
 

Michael Harrington 

(Continued from page 1) 

Dennis Spencer (L) and Ken Anderson (R) meet several 
of the Civil Air Patrol cadets at Drake Field for an early 
season flying session.  The plane is the RCV test bird, a 
Sig Kadet LT-40. 

Aptly titled:  “A Bit Nippy On Approach” 
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Talking shop with our own Mark Smith 
Mark has been the newsletter editor for the last three years.  Since this is his retirement issue he and I 

thought it would be fun to take a look into his workshop area and talk about his illustrious contributions to 
Love-Air.  I dropped by his house last week to return his HP camera after I took pictures at the Greeley 
Mall show.  He gave me a tour of his home and his impressive workshop in the basement.  Just to let you 
know, I’ll be building all my future planes at his house. 

Inspired by the Burt Rutan article in the Model Aviation March issue I decided to follow the same  
interviewing style.  Here is an excerpt: 

 

Love-Air:  Mark, where do you work and what is your job position?  
Mark:  I’ve been working at Hewlett Packard for over 28 years.  
In HP Corporate speak I'm called a "Business Planning Mgr V".  
In layman's terms I'm the worldwide planner for the flat bed 
scanner product line.  I like to think I have the equivalent of a 
black belt in planning and supply management, hence the "V". 

Love-Air:  When did you start flying model airplanes?  How did 
you learn?  
Mark:  The first time was in the late 70s.  I have my brother to 
blame for exposing me to RC and teaching me to fly. 

Love-Air:  You said you once went through 5 planes in a single 
season.  Is that true?  
Mark:  Close, my first experience with gas & giant scale was 
almost enough to do me in.  I had the equivalent of 16 flights on 
4 airplanes in a relatively short timeframe.  Definitely emptied 
out the "hangar" and the hobby fund if you know what I mean.  
The positive from that experience is I am much disciplined about 
building and pre-flight checks. 

Love-Air:  How did you hear that Love-Air was forming a new 
club?  
Mark:  After a 5 year hiatus from the hobby my interest was 
starting to rekindle about the same time I saw some meeting 
notices in the local paper about a new club forming for R/C  
flying ('87). 

Love-Air:  Since you have been around at the inception of the 
club you can answer this.  How many fields has Love-Air had?  
Mark:  In order 
 1.  Devil's Backbone area west of Loveland 
 2.  Now what is #1 fairway at Mariana Butte golf course 
 3.  Back to the Devil’s Backbone area 
 4.  Just east of Carter Lake, SW of Loveland 
 5.  Kness Field, south of Wal-Mart's Distribution Center 
 6.  now at Drake Field 

Maybe that explains why we maintain a relocation fund - it's inevitable. 

Love-Air:  How many club offices have you held?  
Mark:  President (2)  
  VP (1)  
  Board member (2 or more)  
  BBF Event Director (7)  
  Newsletter Editor (2 multi-year tours) 

(Continued on page 4) 

Don’s Hobbies 

How many planes can you store in a  
relatively small area of your garage?  See 
how many you can find.  Most of these are 
IMAA legal size and only the center fuse of 
the Bronco was staged for the picture. 
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Talking shop continued… 

Love-air: That’s sounds like a far share.  Lucky for us there are no term limits.  

Love-Air:  What has been your most favorite project and why?  
Mark:  Most all of them except the four mentioned earlier!  For some, my "signature bird" is probably the 
OV-10 Bronco that my brother and I built.  We had a great time working together, it was the most complex 
model I've done so far and it looks and flies great.  If my wife were to ask, tell her I said the Ultimate 
Bipe!!!   It was my one and only RC related Christmas gift from her.  I think it was too long in the building 
from her perspective. 

Love-Air:  Don’t worry, We’ll keep your secret.  I saw you with both at last years Big Bird and they fly great. 

Love-Air:  Do you have a room set aside in your house for your airplane projects?  
Mark: We were fortunate to be able to build a 
new home just over nine years ago.  To no one's 
surprise I had design input on the garage and the 
basement layout and not much else.  As a result 
the garage is as large as the setbacks would 
allow and my unfinished shop area in the  
basement is rather spacious.  Let's just say that 
since then I no longer have the excuse that I 
don't have a place to work on planes. (see photos) 

Love-Air:  You covered the Big Bird Quinn  
Cadet last year.   Did you come up with that  
exciting mountain design yourself?  Is this year's 
airplane going to be the same? 
Mark: I definitely cannot lay claim to the original 
design.  The mountain motif was born some-
where in the McConnell household.  You'll have 
to ask Lloyd if it was his idea or Kay's!  After  
taking the time to make a complete set of  
templates last year I feel I have to do at least one 
more to justify the effort.  Definitely a color 
change though, we don't want anyone thinking 
these birds are ARFs. 

Love-Air:  I heard you have been teaching Anson 
Owens, last years Big Bird winner, how to fly.  
How's that going?  
Mark: Anson has been an awesome student.  
After just 6 flights over two sessions with a 40 
size Stik he was ready to solo, which he did  
successfully.  If the wind will ever let up we plan 
to have at least one more outing together just to 
make sure he is totally comfortable on his own. 

Love-Air:  Mark, thanks for all your efforts in  
making Love-Air RC the club it is today. 

Interviewed by Michael Derks 

FINAL NOTE:  As I sign off I just wanted to say I’ve enjoyed the last three years and it was a pleasure to 
publish the newsletter.  I’d sincerely like to thank all those members that openly welcomed me into their 
homes during that time.  I’m confident you all will support Dan equally as well. 

See you at the field! 

Mark Smith 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Greeley Mall Show 
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Indoor Funfly 

Things with Wings 
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Minutes of the March meeting  
Date:  March 8, 2006 

President Michael Harrington called the meeting to order at 7:30PM  

Guests:   We were pleased to have Mark Schreiber who is a teacher at Frontier Academy in Greeley join 
us at this meeting.  Mark was a guest of Bill Moxon and was here to talk with the club members about an 
aeronautics program in his school.  We welcomed our guest to the meeting  
New Members:  We had no new members at this months meeting.  

Treasurers Report:   Our treasurer, Joel Stein gave the club an updated treasurer’s report.  Joel  
reported that the funds are in good shape.  Anyone needing more detailed information please feel free to 
contact Joel.  Members voted to accept the treasurer’s report as present. 
 

Program:  This month we were very pleased to have Bill Moxon and his guest Mark Schreiber, a teacher 
at Frontier Academy in Greeley, give us a presentation on an innovative flight and aeronautics program 
that they are developing for the classroom.  Handouts were given out that gave a good description of what 
this program would contain.  The idea is to stimulate interest and learning from the youth of aviation 
through the use of model aeronautics.  Mark would like the help of our club in securing the needed model 
products and equipment.  After the presentation there were members who volunteered to donate radios 
and simulators.  A motion was made and approved to support this program up to the amount of $500.00.  
Many of the items needed by the school are items we all possibly have around our shops.  If you want to 
contribute to this program please contact, Bill Moxon or Mark Schreiber at (970) 339-9153 ext. 114. 
 

Old Business:  
• A correction to the February minutes was discussed.  The revision is as follows: UAV Flight Systems was 

present at the meeting (February) and talked with the members to clarify possible misunderstandings 
with Love-Air members.  UAV wanted to let the club know that they have not used Drake Field since 
 November and would not use our field until a decision was made regarding their use of Drake Field.  
UAV also wanted to make certain that Love-Air member knew that they did use the Arvada club field for 
autonomous flight with full knowledge and approval of the Arvada club.  With the above change a motion 
was made and members voted to accept the minutes of the February meeting as revised. 

• Joel Stein presented the opportunity to the club to deposit monies into an eleven month CD at First  
National Bank that would earn interest at a rate of 5.11%.  After some discussion it was moved and  
approved to allow Joel to purchase a CD in the amount of $12,000.00 as described above. 

• Michael Harrington briefly discussed the recent banquet held at Schmidt’s Deli in Loveland on Saturday, 
February 25, 2006. Michael presented some awards to members that were not present at the banquet.  
The members included Neil Miles, Dan St. John, Don Simon, Frank Ostermiller, Andy Hillar, Gene  
Bermeister, and Dennis Spencer.  These awards were given to these member for the efforts to support 
the club throughout 2005. 

• Michael Harrington also discussed this coming year’s banquet.  To hopefully increase participation at the 
annual banquet and to help prevent the cost to the club that occurs due to low attendance the club board 
has decided to change the timing of the banquet to the month of November.  It is believed that participa-
tion may increase if the banquet is held prior to the holidays.  From this point forward the banquet tickets 
will be sold in advance in hopes that we can break even on the cost involved in the annual banquet. 

• Don Simon presented the work performed by the committee regarding the signage and gate to be placed 
at the entry to Drake Field.  Don gave specific wording of signage that is recommended.  Don also  
provided flyers that were produced by the committee to show the location of the proposed gate to Drake 
Field.  The cost to purchase the gate and hardware was presented to the members and the installation 
will be handled by committee members.  The committee recommended that the first member into the field 
would open the gate and the last member out would lock the gate.  This method would not deter  
spectators from coming to the field and watching the flyers.  The committee will still need to speak with 
Mr. Drake to determine if this is an acceptable plan.  There were some members present that were 
against the installation of the gate and suggested only the placement of signage at this time.  After some 

(Continued on page 8) 
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March Minutes continued 

 Membership in Love-Air R/C, Inc. 
 

 For new members or for the renewal of persons who 
have been members of LARC in the past. 

 The details of membership in Love-Air R/C are printed 
on the rear cover sheet of this newsletter. Annual dues are 
$60 per year and run from July 1 to June 30 of the following 
year. There is a one time runway assessment fee for new 
members. To join as a new member or to re-activate a prior 
membership, send this application with a photocopy of 
your current AMA membership to the address shown to 
the right. 
 

 Membership Form 

 

Name _______________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________ 

City _____________________ State _____ Zip _______ 

Phone (____)______________ AMA # ______________ 

Freq. ________________ Birth date ________________ 

E-mail Address ________________________________ 

 Mail to:  Love-Air R/C 
  c/o Frank Ostermiller 
  1429 Canal Dr. 
  Windsor, CO 80550 

discussion on this topic the members present moved and approved the installation of the signage and 
gate as recommended by this committee.  A budget of $200.00 was approved. 

 

 New Business: 
• Michael Harrington gave a brief discussion on the items the officers and board have been discussing in 

recent meeting.  The board members have started to hold meeting on a monthly basis separate from the 
monthly club meetings.  This leaves more time at the monthly meeting for presentations and other items. 

• Michael explained that the board had spent the entire last meeting trying to put together a formal budget 
for the club.  Michael explained that the basis of the budget has been discussed but this will need to be 
finalized prior to submitting to the members. 

• Michael also discussed the need to discuss the club finances with a local tax attorney.  The board feels 
that there may be some previous tax liabilities that should be addressed. 

• A brief discussion was held on the need of a storage container or storage shed at Drake Field.  The  
consensus of the group was to look for a metal storage contained as this would require less maintenance 
and be more secure.  Michael Harrington indicated that he had located good condition 20’ long  
containers for $2600.00.  The cost to have the unit delivered to Drake Field would be $75.00 plus .03 
cents per mile. 

• Michael also informed the members that the board had discussed and felt that a “New Members  
Committee” ought to be developed.  This committee would be responsible for working with all new club 
members.  It has been decided that new members will receive club name badges and gold level club pins 
at the time of membership.  The committee will be headed by Michael Derks and assisted by Dan St. 
John and Durbin Seidel. 

• Andy Hiller presented a proposal to the members regarding a race day event at Drake Field.  Andy  
proposed to have the races on Saturday May 27, or Sunday May 28th.  There will be 3 classes of aircraft, 
trainers, sports planes, and open class.  Entry fees will be $5.00 per pilot per class and a limit of 20  
contestants per class.  For additional detail please contact Andy.  Please plan on attending.  No prizes 
will be awarded only “bragging rights”. 

i Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ron Colson 

(Continued from page 7) 



Come fly with us. 

The Love-Air R/C Club is a club organized to enjoy and 
promote the sport of flying radio controlled models.  The club 
is a chartered member of the Academy of Model Aeronautics 
(AMA), a national organization whose purpose is to promote 
the sport of model aviation. 

 
Meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month at 

7:30 PM in the Collision Repair building at the Ferrero Auto 
Center in Loveland. 

 
The annual membership fee is $60.00 and covers from July 

1st through June 30th.  Membership cards are issued and a 
monthly newsletter is sent to each member.  Current 
membership is required to fly at the Love-Air flying site.  The 
club requires that all members who use the club flying field 
are also current members of the AMA.  New members 
Welcome!  Ask any member for information.  See a club 
officer or check the box on the Freq. Board for membership 
forms. 
   Adult    Junior       Family 
Annual Dues  $60.00    $20.00       $80.00 
(1/2 price after Jan 1st)  
Runway Assessment $75.00       -0-       $75.00 
(One time only) 
 
Membership Chairman:  Frank Ostermiller (970) 674-3199 
 

Field Weather Station:    Phone (970) 686-9026 
NEW LARC Home Page:     http:/www.loveairrc.org  

2006 Officers: 
President   Michael Harrington 226-4820 
Vice President   Chris Gallo  203-1939 
Secretary   Ron Colson  635-0649 
Treasurer   Joel Stein  482-3396 
Directors   Michael Derks  278-1383 
    Jim Hamm  223-2778 
    Neil Miles  282-0930 
Safety    Dennis Spencer   330-8917 
Newsletter Editor   Dan St. John  223-0849 
Webmaster   Matthew Johnson 229-5816 
 

Freq. Coordinator   Gene Burmeister 674-9820 
 

Instructors Thursday evenings 
  Coordinator   Gene Burmeister ** 674-9820 
  Lead Instructor   Dennis Spencer * 330-8917 
    Brayden Fisher  207-1178 
    Darwin Idler  225-2431 
    Andy Hiller  223-5068 
  Weekends by appointment only 
    Dave Genet  674-0058 
    Brandon Strait  226-6211 
 

Flight instruction is offered at no charge to members.  
Beginners night will be on Thursday evenings during 
Daylight Savings Time.  Priority shall be given to beginners 
flying with instructors.  Anyone desiring instruction needs to 
make arrangements ahead of time with an instructor.  If the 
weather station reports winds over 10MPH at 4:30 PM, wait 
until 6:00 PM and call the weather station again. 

P.O. Box 1781 

Loveland, CO  80539-1781 

Next meeting is Wed., Apr. 12th 

Toledo Expo slide show 


