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Rumor has it our President, Bob C. 
celebrated his 80th birthday in June. 
         Happy B’day to you… 

Swamp Thang Challenge! 
It’s time to start forming your team.  
More details to follow from Michael 
Harrington and Michael Derks. 

Membership Cards:  If you haven’t 
renewed your membership you are 
past due.  To accelerate receipt of your 
new membership card, send your  
payment and personal information 
directly to Membership Chairman,  
 Frank Ostermiller:  
 1429 Canal Drive 
 Windsor, CO  80550 
 970-674-3199 

To receive the newsletter via  
e-mail contact Mark Smith at 
mark.e.smith@hp.com 

Announcements 

New Members: Matthew Klawin 
    Samantha Klawin 
    Ron McCombs 
 

Next Meeting:  Wednesday   July 14th 

 at DRAKE FIELD     6:30 p.m. 
Note the change of location and start time 

3rd Annual Heli Fun Fly - A success! 

Josh Moen performing his amazing 3D heli 
demo on Saturday. 

Summer is here, and we've had a few warm days to prove it.   
Flying has been pretty good, some windy days, but we live in  
Colorado, where if you don't like the weather, just wait a bit and it 
changes.  If you missed the Heli fly, you missed a beautiful scale 
Heli [ 1 to 1] that landed at the north end and parked.  I think the 
rotary winged guys had a good time.  I was there Saturday morning 
and it looked to me they were enjoying beating the air.  Valley View 
had a fly-in July 4th.  I missed it so maybe some one can tell us a 
little about it at the meeting.   

The July meeting is coming up and we will only have one more 
before the Big Bird!  Its getting time to commit to the work force!! 
After the publicity Neil was able to get for us in Model Aviation, I'll 
bet we will have the largest turn'-out we've ever had.  Let us all get 
our shoulders to the wheel or the starter to the spinner and make 
this the biggest and bestest Big Bird ever.  Remember, this month’s 
meeting will be at Drake Field, starting at. Approximately 6:30.  Bring 
your planes, especially if you have any “how to” questions. 

One last thing to pass along, the Equinox Fly-in is September 17-
19 at Cow Patty Field in Springfield, CO.  The contact is Marion 
Chenoweth, 719-523-6506 evenings.  They have had a lot of rain 
and the field looks better than my lawn. 

See you at the meeting. 
 
Bob Comiskey 

President’s Message 

On June 25th, 26th & 27th, the Love-Air and Rocky Mountain  
Modeleers collectively hosted the 3rd Annual Northern Colorado Heli 
Fun Fly at Drake Field. Thirty pilots from near and far joined us to 
enjoy the weekend. The majority of pilots were from Colorado,  
however, pilots from Nebraska, Minnesota and even Virginia were 

(Continued on page 2) 
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part of the fun. 

The early part of the week proved to be rainy & dreary; this gave the organizers (Don Simon and Dan 
St.John) one more thing to worry over.  Luckily the weather broke and Chris Ferrero did get the field 
mowed on Thursday (Thanks Chris!). 

On Friday we had 10 to 12 pilots arrive to stake out their 
tables and get in some early flying.  Saturday morning saw 
the majority of the pilots arrive, ready for the day.  We also 
had a surprise visitor, a full size Bell Jet Ranger (right) 
dropped by.  The pilot was very gracious and allowed all 
who wanted a close up view of his fine helicopter. His visit 
was unfortunately cut short by the first of two 
thunderstorms that rolled through. 

Saturday morning we held the novice and intermediate competitions.  In novice, the pilots had to perform 
a pad-hop, touching 4 landing pads in a clockwise then a counterclockwise order.  There score was the 
difference between both runs.  They also were challenged by a bottle knock; the pilot had to knock over 4 
water bottles as quickly as possible. In the intermediate contest, the pilots had a modified bottle knock; 
they had to knock 2 bottles off of a card table.  The trick being that the heli experiences ground effect from 
the table and wants to drift away from the table.  They also had a pylon race; the pilot had to complete 4 
laps around 2 pylons (one heli at a time) as quickly as possible. 

The noontime demo went off very smoothly.  Chuck Birt 
from Denver flew his Bergen G-23 powered gasser heli and 
then had he came back again a few flight later with his  
Mikado Bionic electric heli.  Eric Balay, also from Denver,  
showed off his 3D skills with his Raptor 90.  Next up was 
Love Air’s own Mark Klawin demonstrating his scale flying 
skills with his Vario Jet Ranger.  Greg St.John flying the 
Vario JetCopterSX turbine heli followed Mark.  Last but not 
least, Josh Moen, who had flown in from Minnesota for the 
event, put on a super show with his Hirobo Freya X-Spec. 

The expert event was rain delayed.  We started on Saturday, got 1 flight in and the 2nd rainstorm rolled 
through.  The Expert competition consisted of 2 parts, the ‘fast four’ and an autorotation event. In the ‘fast 
four’ the pilot must take off, perform a loop, roll, 540 degree stall turn and an autorotation landing from 50’ 
altitude.  (The fastest time, by Eric Balay of Denver, was 17.5 seconds! I can’t even describe it that fast!)  
In the autorotation event, the pilots must perform 3 autorotation landings as close to a spot as possible. 

Saturday night 24 pilots, crew and visitors enjoyed a BBQ Beef & Chicken dinner at the field catered by 
Hot Chili’s Catering, followed by some night flying.  If you have never witnessed night-flying, it is quite a 
sight to see.  The heli's are lit up with glow wire and  
Cyalume sticks along with special night blades which have 
lights embedded into them, so that they prescribe a circle 
of light when up to speed.  It is hard to believe what these 
men do with their helis in the dark! 

Sunday morning, we completed the Expert event and 
also held the scale contest.  The three scale contenders 
did a great job building their models and amazed everyone 
with their flights in less than ideal wind conditions.  First 
and second place were only separated by 3 points (out of a 
possible 400) so it was a very close race. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

Heli Fun Fly cont. 

Mark Klawin’s Jet Ranger during his demo. 

Tom Powers giving us a flyby as he left the field. 
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Sunday also saw two full size helis arrive.  Tom 
Powers from Denver, who had been at the event  
Saturday flying his models, flew in with a Schweitzer 
300 and another old R/C buddy, Bill Murphy arrived in 
his Bell Jet Ranger.  Due to the wind direction, we 
parked Tom & Bill on the south side of the field. 

The Awards ceremony closed out the official event 
at 1:00 PM.  The Awards ceremony was followed by 
the pilot’s prize drawing.  The grand prize, a Raptor 
50 heli kit complete with engine & blades (supplied by 
Things with Wings) was won by Glenn Contouris of 
Longmont.  As a memento of the event, we took each 
pilots photo with their heli and presented them a 
“Certificate of Attendance” printed on photo paper the 
next day.  All of the pilots thought that was a nice 
remembrance of the event. 

I wish to thank all of our sponsors, Things with 
Wings, Hobbytown USA, Rick’s R/C Helicopters, 
Century Helicopters, Micro-Fasteners, Starwood 
Scale Models, Bergen Helicopters, Roberts Air-
craft/Heli-Support and Peter Wales (owner of Su-
perchips).  Due to the Heli Nationals starting on Sun-
day, Peter could not be here, but he sent us a donation to help make the event a success. 

I also want to thank all who helped put the event together and run it; Don Simon, Loren Deines, Frank 
Ostermiller, Gene Burmeister, Chris Ferrero, Jim Brink, & John Streit.  I also want to thank my family, 
Rita, Greg, Jenny and Greg’s girlfriend, Stacy.  They were all a super great help and kept things running 
smoothly. 

Dan St.John 

(Continued from page 2) 

Heli Fun Fly cont. 

Final Results 
Novice: 1st Mike Dinkel 

  2nd Chris Dinkel 

  3rd Don Simon 
 

Intermediate: 1st Duwayne Clark 

  2nd Chris Volek 
 

Expert:  1st Dr. Bob Motazedi 

  2nd Eric Balay 

  3rd Duwayne Clark 
 

Scale:  1st Greg St.John 

  2nd Mark Klawin 

  3rd Duwanye Clark 

Don’s Hobbies 

Things with Wings 

S u p p o r t  y o u r  l o c a l  h o b b y  s h o p s 
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2004 Events Calendar 

• Jul 17  Dawn Patrol IMAA Fly In (Aurora - Mile High RC) 

• Jul 18  Sweetheart Fun Fly (Arvada East Field) 

• Jul 24-25  Air Fair 2004 (Mitchell, NE) 

• Jul 24-25  Scale Masters Qualifier (Pueblo - Sky Corral RC) 

• Jul 31-Aug 1 Love-Air Pattern Contest (Drake Field) 

• Aug 7-8  Crosswinds IMAC Challenge 2004 (Parker) 

• Aug 8  Old Timer’s Fun Fly (Arvada East Field) 

• Aug 21-22  Love-Air Big Bird Festival (Drake Field) 

• Sep 4-5  Wings & Wheels full scale fly in (Steamboat Springs) 

• Sep 4-5  Pikes Peak IMAC 2004 (Colorado Springs) 

• Sep 11  Love-Air Memorial Fun Fly (Drake Field) 

• Sep 11  Arvada Harvest Festival Air Show (Arvada East Field) 

• Sep 17-19  Cow Patty Fun Fly (Springfield, CO) 

• Sep 18  Aeroworks Mile Hi RC Fun Fly (Aurora) 

• Sep tbd  Modeleer’s 50th Anniversary Fly In (Horton Field) 

Miscellaneous photos of some the scale helis at last month’s fun fly.  Dennis Spencer photos. 



     Love-Air R/C
  Pattern Meet

       July 31 – August 1

Six Rounds Normalized Pattern
AMA Rules in Effect

AMA Membership Required
Field Open Friday for Practice
Camping OK – No Hookups

Registration opens at 8:00am Saturday
Wheels-Up at 10:00 am

Entry Fee $20
Any AMA Legal Aircraft for Sportsman (401)

Dinner Saturday Night at CD’s House

Contest Director
Darwin Idler
2718 Stagecoach Ct.
Ft. Collins, CO  80526
970-225-2431 (home)
970-214-3315 (cell)
idler@frii.com





Michael Dirks wins the SWEET new 
charger at the April meeting. 
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Minutes of the June meeting 
Date:  June 9, 2004 
 

President, Bob Comiskey called the meeting to order at 7:30pm. 
 
A special recognition was made to Neil Miles for his outstanding efforts in preparing a great article that was 
published in the last issue of the AMA magazine. Neil wrote the article on how to prepare and hold a large  
aircraft event. All information was based on the Love-Air Big Bird event and provided some beautiful color pho-
tos and outstanding information on this event. Thanks again to Neil for this outstanding work. 
  

Guests:  We welcomed Dan St. Johns to our meeting this month. Dan is the president of the Modeleers flying 
club of Ft. Collins. 
 

New Members:  We had no new members present at the Club meeting. 

Treasurers Report:  Treasurer, Andy Hiller was not present at the club meeting. Bob Comiskey reported that 
our funds are in good shape. Anyone needing more detailed information feel free to contact Andy. Members 
voted to accept the treasurer’s report. 
 

Minutes:  Members voted to accept the minutes for the May meeting.  
 

Old Business: 
• Lloyd McConnell reported on the upcoming Big Bird event. All preparations are going well and members were 

again encouraged to volunteer for jobs that will need to be filled to make this event a great success. The color 
brochures were passed out to those present and more will be available for distribution. A special thanks goes 
out to Bob Wallace for providing the printing of the brochures and Neil Miles for preparing the artwork for the 
brochures. 

• Dennis Spencer discussed the need for all members to sell raffle tickets for the Big Bird airplane. This is one 
of the clubs largest fundraisers and we need all members to sell as many tickets as possible. Dennis also 
reminded the members that a $200.00 cash prize will be awarded to a single member that has sold and  
returned the 3 books of tickets for the raffle on or before the August club meeting. Again ALL members are 
encouraged to help your flying club by selling these tickets. 

• Gene Burmeister, lead instructor, reminded all pilots that Thursday evening is set aside for training new pilots. 
Any pilot at the field on Thursday evening is requested to check with the instructors prior to flying. The stu-
dents will have priority during this time. Gene also discussed the need for additional instructors that could be 
available on the weekend. There are some students that can only get to the field on Saturdays and would like 
to get some assistance. If you are interested in being a trainer to please contact Gene Burmeister or Dennis 
Spencer. 

• A big thanks went out to the member who participated in the annual field clean up. Most of the work was  
completed with the exception of the repairs to some of the tables. Ron Colson will be purchasing some  
materials to replace the tabletops and these new boards will need to be painted. 

• Gene Burmeister had the Club’s frequency monitor. The monitor had been repaired and Gene reports that it 
is in good condition and will be available for any upcoming events. If any members need the monitor they 
should contact Gene. 

• Don Simon discussed the upcoming Heli event schedule for June 25th through June 27th. Don encouraged all 
members to attend this event. Don indicated that they expect approximately 40 pilots and it should be a better 
event than last years. Don mentioned that the grass around the runway and to the south of the pit area would 
need to be mowed prior to this event. All members are reminded that Drake Field will be closed to winged 
aircraft during this weekend. The Ft. Collins Modeleer’s field is open to all Love-Air members during this 
weekend. 

• All members were reminded that annual club dues are due at this time. If you have not paid your yearly dues 
it is time. Please submit payments to our membership chairman, Frank Ostermiller. 

 

 

(Continued on page 6) 



Michael Dirks wins the SWEET new 
charger at the April meeting. 
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Minutes cont. 

 New Business: 
 

• It was brought to the clubs attention that we may want to consider aircraft and heli building classes for new 
pilots or members. This could be separate from the club meeting and possibly done during the winter 
months when flying is limited. There was some interest expressed and the idea will need further  
discussion to help implement this idea. Dan St. John indicated that we might try to do this as a combined 
effort between Love-Air and the Modeleer’s. 

• Mark Smith suggested that the July club meeting be held at Drake Field. The meeting will be conducted as 
usual and members are encouraged to bring their airplanes and radios. All members agreed that this 
would be a good time and agreed. New and old pilots are encouraged to bring your newest airplane and 
radio and we will have a good time showing off to the other members. 

• Dan St. John from the Modeleers reported that the contributions for the upcoming Heli event are less than 
expected. Dan reported that the Modeleers had approved a $500.00 advance for purchases of prizes to 
be given away during the event. Dan asked the Love-Air members to consider the same advance, as this 
event is a combined event hosted by both clubs. A motion was made to advance $500.00 for purchases of 
prizes for the Heli event. The motion was seconded and approved by the Love-Air members. 

• Joel Stein presented a club calendar from another flying club in which he is a member. The calendar had 
photos of member with their aircraft for the monthly photos. The calendar included member’s birthdays 
and events that were scheduled for the club. Joel reported that this calendar is used as a fundraiser for 
the club and has been very successful. The member requested that Joel provide an estimate on the  
production cost of this item so we may consider this in the future. 

• Darwin Idler reported that the Love-Air Pattern contest is on 
schedule for July 31 and August 1st. Darwin stated that he 
would need volunteers to assist in running this event. If you 
are interested please contact Darwin. 

 

 Program:  There was no program this month. 
 

 Drawing:  Ron Colson, Don Simons and Bill Ziesche won cer-
tificates for complete dues or discounts on annual dues in this 
month's raffle drawing. Congratulations to the lucky ticket  
holders airplane.  Congratulations to the lucky ticket holders. 
 

Meeting adjourned. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Ron Colson 

(Continued from page 5) 

The drawing winners at the June meeting, 
Bill Ziesche (L), Ron Colson (C) and Don 
Simon (R). 

Panoramic view of the flight line during the 4th of July Fun Fly at Valley View’s Easton Field. 

Photo(s) by Mark Tracy 
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 Membership in Love-Air R/C, Inc. 
 

 For new members or for the renewal of persons who have 
been members of LARC in the past. 

 

 The details of membership in Love-Air R/C are printed on the 
rear cover sheet of this newsletter. Annual dues are $60 per 
year and run from July 1 to June 30 of the following year. 
There is a one time runway assessment fee for new members. 
To join as a new member or to re-activate a prior membership, 
send this application with a photocopy of your current AMA 
membership to the address shown to the right. 

 

Join the Fun with Love-Air R/C 
 Membership Application 

 

Name _______________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________ 

City _____________________ State _____ Zip _______ 

Phone (____)______________ AMA # ______________ 

Freq. ________________ Birth date ________________ 

E-mail Address ________________________________ 

Newsletter type:  Electronic     or     Hardcopy  (circle one) 

 Mail to:  Love-Air R/C 
  c/o Frank Ostermiller 
  1429 Canal Dr. 
  Windsor, CO 80550 Chapter #2356 

For Sale - Fixed Wing Liquidation 
 

• Carl Goldberg Extra 300 (top right) 
Only flown once a new YS 120 (only ran the break in). 
Ready to fly with below radio and servos. 

• Carl Goldberg Extra 300 (center right) 
Includes a new Super Tiger 90 (only ran once). 
Plane needs some work 

• Thunder Tiger Profile ARF  (bottom right) 
Ready to fly with below radio and servos. 

• FP-T7UAF Super Futaba FM Radio 
Channel 49 with 2 receivers and 3 RX batteries. 

• All the other stuff 
Magnum 65 GP ABC engine, Kadet Seniorita w/O.S. 20, tuned pipe, 
covering, balsa, wing jig, fiberglass cowl and wheel pants for the Extra 
300s, lots of misc. size props, wheels, etc. 

 

Everything for $900 $700 or best offer 
 

Mike Culver, 970-663-0910 (email -  Mdcdaddy@cs.com) 



Come fly with us. 

P.O. Box 1781 
Loveland, CO  80539-1781 

The Love-Air R/C Club is a club organized to enjoy and 
promote the sport of flying radio controlled models.  The club 
is a chartered member of the Academy of Model Aeronautics 
(AMA), a national organization whose purpose is to promote 
the sport of model aviation. 

 
Meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month at 

7:30 PM in the Collision Repair building at the Ferrero Auto 
Center in Loveland. 

 
The annual membership fee is $60.00 and covers from July 

1st through June 30th.  Membership cards are issued and a 
monthly newsletter is sent to each member.  Current 
membership is required to fly at the Love-Air flying site.  The 
club requires that all members who use the club flying field 
are also current members of the AMA.  New members 
Welcome!  Ask any member for information.  See a club 
officer or check the box on the Freq. Board for membership 
forms. 
   Adult    Junior       Family 
Annual Dues  $60.00    $20.00       $80.00 
(1/2 price after Jan 1st)  
Runway Assessment $75.00       -0-       $75.00 
(One time only) 
 
Membership Chairman:  Frank Ostermiller (970) 674-3199 
 

Field Weather Station:    Phone (970) 686-9026 
 

LARC Home Page:          http://www.fortnet.org/loveairrc/ 

2004 Officers: 
President   Bob Comiskey  352-4048 
Vice President   Michael Harrington 226-4820 
Secretary   Ron Colson  635-0649 
Treasurer   Andy Hiller  223-5068 
Directors   Lloyd McConnell  330-5101 
    Michael Derks  278-1383 
    Dennis Spencer  330-8917 
Newsletter Editor   Mark Smith  667-3575 
Webmaster   Rick Sothen  669-7011 
 

Freq. Coordinator   Gene Burmeister 674-9820 
 

Instructors   Gene Burmeister ** 674-9820
    Dennis Spencer * 330-8917 
    Brayden Fisher  207-1178 
    Darwin Idler  225-2431
     
 

    Instruction Coordinator** 
    Lead instructor* 

 

Flight instruction is offered at no charge to members.  
Beginners night will be on Thursday evenings during 
Daylight Savings Time.  Priority shall be given to beginners 
flying with instructors.  Anyone desiring instruction needs to 
make arrangements ahead of time with an instructor.  If the 
weather station reports winds over 10MPH at 4:30 PM, wait 
until 6:00 PM and call the weather station again. If the 
winds have died below 10MPH then the instruction session 
will still take place that evening.  


