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 As might be imagined, the Club’s summer schedule of activities is 
heating up.   

 Reminder 

Club Meeting - June 10 at Drake Field and Bring ‘n Brag + 
Swap Meet 

Our June meeting will be held at Drake Field commencing a 9:00 
am and ending by 10:00 am.  Donut will be provided.  Members are 
encouraged to bring new aircraft to brag about and unwanted items 
for the Swap Meet.  I look forward to seeing all of you at the field.  I 
hope I can find some good stuff!!! 

 Field Clean Up – May 13 

There was a strong contingent of members participating in the field 
clean up.   Weed whackers made short work of the field boarders 
and around the trees at the entry.  Another group painted tables 
until we ran out of paint and also put a coat of urethane on the 
large picnic table.  There are still 4 tables and the fascia on the 
pavilion roof to be painted.  The transmitter impound area is being 
remodeled to include a bulletin board, a space for the first aid kit as 
well as transmitter spaces.  The entry signs are also being refur-
bished.  We will complete the efforts in the near future  

 I want to thank all who participated and neglected to record 
names.  I do remembers many of you but will not list names name 
for fear of omitting someone. 

 Love Air 4000 – May 27 

Andy Hiller did an excellent job at organizing our first (at least in 
recent history) ever day at the races.  There were three classes: 
trainer, sport planes and an unlimited class, with a total of 15 air-
craft entered. The course consisted of 2 pylons some 150 yds. 
apart.  An exciting feature was the flying start.  Pilots all were in the 
air when a 30 second horn was sounded followed by a 10 second 
horn.  The trick was to hit the line exactly on or just after the start 
horn.  The racing was both close and intense during many heats in 
the trainer and sport classes.  It was clear that the Stick aircraft 
were much faster than the more traditional trainers.  A restriction 
coming???   In the final heat I was able to time the start just right 
only to have my engine go dead after rounding the first pylon.  I 
made a soft landing in the wheat and discovered later that I had 
forgotten to refuel before the final!!  Another senior moment – I hate 
it when that happens!!   

 The sport class had both electric and glow powered aircraft.  It was 
especially entertaining to see Don Simon’s wing flapping a flutter-
ing at speed.   

(Continued on page 2) 

New Members 
Brad Guthrie 

Lee Hale 
Ron Kopfer 
Sam Kotby 

Connor McFerran 
 

Basic Flight instruction is every 
Thursday  

 

Advanced Pilot Training is the First 
and Third Tuesday  

 

Next Meeting 
Saturday June 10, 2006, 9:00 AM 

At Drake Field 
Program 

Bring & Brag / Swap Shop after 
the meeting.  

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Jun 10  Meeting and Bring &  
  Brag Swap Shop 
Jun 17-18 Love-Air IMAC 
Jun 18  Father’s Day 
Jun 23-25 Heli Fun Fly 

Vice President NeededVice President NeededVice President NeededVice President Needed 
Chris Gallo has resigned as our VP citing 
both work and family demands. I greatly 
appreciate Chris' energy and commitment 
to the club.  I also understand the needs 
responsibilities that he has before him. 
Following the procedures set forth in the 
By Laws, the Directors  will be appointing 
a replacement.  If you are interested in 
serving, please contact me. 
 
Mike 
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Aerial View cont. 

 The boys from Valley View were very successful winning both the trainer and sport classes.  Our own Rich Perry walked off 
with the win in the unlimited class flying a smoking hot electric pylon  racer that was later clocked a 124 mph.  There were 
other aircraft faster but Rich flew a tight course showing that experience pays off.  My special thanks to Andy, and to Carol 
Yamada and Mike Maxwell who manned pylons (well outside the course, of course!) watching for “cuts” and finally to Mark 
Smith who served as the official starter and arbiter.   

 Based on the enthusiasm, we will be doing this event again!!!  (Ed note: See pages 4 & 5 for more on this event.) 

 More on the Valley View Proposal  

As mentioned in the last newsletter there is a proposal to allow reciprocal memberships without paying the runway assess-
ment.  The Board declined to support this proposal citing several details that could become issues in the future.  During the 
meeting it was decided to survey the membership for further input.  Those of you with email addresses will be receiving a link 
to an electronic survey in the very near future. 

 DIA Engine Exhibit  

If you haven’t had not yet heard there is a tremendous model engine exhibit in the walkway to concourse A and DIA.  This is 
before security to you can go have a look without having a ticket.  There are engines of all types from the Engine Museum 
(www.engine-museum.com)  All of the engines are working models – absolutely tremendous workmanship.  I don’t know how 
these folks do this kind of work.  I have attached a few photos to wet your appetite. (Ed Note: photos are on page 7) 

(Continued from page 1) 

Don Botteron showing off his new plane 

Love-Air/Rocky Mountain Modeleers Electric Fun Fly 

Jerry Craig’s SE-5A in flight. 

(L to R) Tom Keller, Jerry Craig, Don Bot-
teron, Jim Brink & Dave Brock discuss 
Don’s plane 

P-47 Thunderbolt heading out for a flight 

Electric Fun Fly photos courtesy of Don Simon  
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Don’s Hobbies 

Bob Ferrero flying his Edge 540 in the 2005 Love-Air IMAC Contest 

Love-Air R/C will once again play 
host to an IMAC contest on June 
17th & 18th. There will be categories 
for Basic, Sportsman, Intermediate, 
Advanced and Unlimited routines.  
For more information contact Bert 
Sutton at Treb37@comcast.net or 
check out the IMAC website http://
www.mini-iac.com/ 

Remember you can fly any kind of 
plane in Basic. Come on out and try 
it.  

Greg St.John, flying his Lama Helicopter, competes in the Scale event at the 
2005 Northern Colorado Heli Fun Fly 

The 2006 Northern Colorado Heli 
Fun Fly will be held at Drake 
Field on June 23rd through June 
25th. The event will begin at noon 
on the 23rd and continue until 
2:00 PM on the 25th.  

Saturday morning we will have a 
Schweizer 300 from Rotors of the 
Rockies fly in. On Saturday night 
we will be having a bar-b-que din-
ner and then have night flying at 
sundown.   

Come on out and join us, it 
should be a great 3 day event . If 
you have any questions or want 
more info, contact Dan St.John 
(vario-heli@comcast.net) 

Upcoming Events 
at Drake Field 
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Drake 4000 Race Report  

The first annual Drake 4000 fun races were held on Saturday May 27th. 
A total of ten pilots competed in the three different classes, Trainer, 
Sport & Open. The event was organized by our resident auto racing 
expert, Andy Hiller, who did a fine job putting this event together.  The 
morning started out with the trainer class, which had seven pilots com-

peting. The heat races divided 
the pilots in half, with the top 6  
flying in the main race. At the 
start of the main, Mike Harring-
ton’s plane did it’s impersona-
tion of Barbaro in the Preak-
ness and Mike had to dead 
stick. The five remaining 
planes ran a clean race with 
Ed Pettit coming in first, Lynn 
Borchers second, Rich Perry in 
third, Tom Yamada in fourth and Keith Malsome in fifth.   

The next class to run was the sport class, with 8 pilots. This class had 
two electrics, Rich Perry with a Hyper see and Don Simon with a Zagi 
XE-2. With four racers in each heat, they headed out to the starting line. 
After the heat races were fin-

ished, there was a tie between Don Simon and Richard James for the 
last position in the main. Don and Richard flew a tie breaker with Don 
coming out on top. The main was a good clean race with Ed Pettit and 
Lynn Borchers really burning up the course with their planes. At the 
end of 10 laps, Ed Pettit edged out Lynn Borchers for first, Tom Ya-
mada was third, Don Simon came in forth, Andy Hiller was fifth and 
Rich Perry came in sixth.  

The last class to run was the Open class. With all the speed we had 
seen in the Sport class, everyone was excited to see what speed 
these planes would run. Six brave pilots signed up to race in this class, 
so the heat races were skipped and they went straight for the main 
race. Andy Hiller stepped up to the runway with his Javelin pattern 

bird, Lynn Borchers was rac-
ing his Kaos (the same plane 
he raced in Sport class), Don 
Simon had his Zagi, Ed Pettit had a flying wing (I believe it was his own 
design), Tom Yamada had his Shoestring racer and Rich Perry had his 
Sun racer (a small electric bird). At the start of the race, Tom had a prob-
lem with the Shoestring and headed back to the pits with a DNS. The 
racers had a good clean start and it quickly became obvious that Rich 
Perry’s Sun racer was the bird to beat. This little plane was so small and 
fast that it disappeared if you took your eyes off of it. After 10 very fast 
laps, the results were Rich Perry first, Ed Pettit second, Lynn Borchers 
third, Andy Hiller fourth and Don Simon fifth.  

After the race, someone pulled out a radar gun and asked Rich if he 
would like to see how fast the Sun racer is. After a few passes, the radar 
gun showed a top speed of 124 mph!  

With that the event came to an end. Everyone involved had a great time and all the pilots avoided each other. 
Check out the next page for some in-flight photos of the action. 

 

Andy Hiller with his able-bodied assistant, 
Mark Smith, at the pilot’s meeting 

The Trainer class winners, Lynn Borchers 
2nd (on left), Ed Pettit 1st (center) and 
Rich Perry 3rd (right). 

The Sport class winners, Lynn Borchers 
2nd (left), Ed Pettit 1st (center) and Tom 
Yamada 3rd (right) 

The Open class winners, (L to R) Don 
Simon 5th, Ed Pettit 2nd, Rich Perry 
(holding his Sun racer) 1st, Lynn Borchers 
2nd and Andy Hiller 4th. 
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SAFETY NOTES 
 
 

• Safety at Drake field starts with following the AMA safety code and the Love-Air field 
regulations.  These guidelines may need to be updated or revised to keep up with time and 
technology changes. 

 
• In addition to these guidelines, we need to communicate our intentions to other pilots at the 

field for safe flying.  Examples of common field communications between pilots may be “on 
the runway”, “landing”, “dead stick” and “taking off”. 

 
• When flying your bird for the first time (maiden flight), you may want to walk the flight line 

to inform other pilots and request use of the field and runway. This would also be a good idea 
for your student’s solo flight. 

 
• For the future it may be beneficial for your pit crewman who is restraining your plane to also 

be your spotter for the flight. 
 
• If you are practicing your pattern maneuvers or your IMAC routine, or just wanting to make 

some high speed low passes, communicating with other pilots along the flight line may make 
operations along the flight line safer and more enjoyable for all members. 

 
• Something to give consideration.  When landing and returning to the flight line it may be 

safer to kill your engine before you turn your plane to face the pits. It would require a few 
more steps to retrieve your plane, but in case of any problems you would be pointed away 
from the pits. 

 
         If you have any safety tips you would like to share please contact me, by phone or e-mail or 
see me at the field.  Until next month fly safe, have fun, Ill see you at the field. 
 
Safety officer 
Dennis Spencer 
970-330-8917 
e-mail  dspencer@colostate.edu 

Dennis Spencer at the May meeting 
reviewing the AMA & Love-Air’s safety 
rules 
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Things with Wings 

DIA Engine Exhibit  
Photos courtesy of Michael Harrington 
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Minutes of Club Meeting 

Dated: May 10, 2006 
 

Michael Harrington called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.  

 

Guests: 

We were pleased to have a long standing member of Love-Air that has been absent for a long time visit with us this month. 
Eric Richards attended this months meeting and it was a pleasure to have him join us.  

 

New Members: 

We also welcomed Ellen Gray to our meeting. Ellen and her husband, Roger, are new members to Love-Air and are hoping 
to get some assistance in training. The big problem is their free time is on Mondays or the weekend. It is difficult if not im-
possible for them to attend the Thursday night training sessions. Anyone that can be of assistance please contact Ellen or 
Roger.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Our treasurer, Joel Stein gave the club an updated treasurer’s report. Joel reported that the funds are in good shape. Anyone 
needing more detailed information please feel free to contact Joel. Members voted to accept the treasurer’s report as pre-
sented. 
 

Board Meeting: 

� It was reported that the board had discussed the feasibility of collecting payments via Visa or MasterCard. After 
investigating the cost and requirements of this the board has decided that this is not a good option for the club at 
this time. 

� The board has continued investigation the Club’s status as a non-profit organization. We have received a letter 
from the attorney that was selected to review the club’s by-laws and other documentation. Suggestions have been 
made but further investigation and discussion will be required. If you are interested in this topic and need addi-
tional information please contact, Michael Harrington, Michael Derks or Joel Stein. 

 

Old Business:  

� A motion was made and members voted to accept the minutes of the April meeting. 

� Further discussion regarding the proposal from Valley View Flyers was made. The board had discussed the issue 
and determined that the general membership should be polled to determine if this issue should be further investi-
gated. As indicated in last months newsletter the general proposal is to allow a member of one of the flying clubs 
to become a member of the other club without have to pay a separate runway access fee. A questionnaire on this 
matter will be developed and sent to all current members. Please take the time to respond as this matter is impor-
tant to all club members. 

� Don Simon brought in two new signs that will be installed along the road coming into Drake Field. This is still part 
of the recommendations of the committee that has installed the new gate. The signs were very nice and should be 
installed within the next week or so. We appreciate all the work performed by the committee on this project. 

� At the last meeting the membership approved the purchase of a 20’ metal storage container to be placed at Drake 
Field and used to store equipment that is now at the south end of the field or to use to store future equipment pur-
chased by the club to maintain the field. The storage container will be placed on the south end of the lean-to facing 
east to west. The unit will be modified to allow for a secure transmitter impound during future flying events. The 
container should be placed at the field in the next few weeks. 
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 Membership in Love-Air R/C, Inc. 

 

 For new members or for the renewal of persons who 
have been members of LARC in the past. 

 The details of membership in Love-Air R/C are printed 
on the rear cover sheet of this newsletter. Annual dues are 
$60 per year and run from July 1 to June 30 of the following 
year. There is a one time runway assessment fee for new 
members. To join as a new member or to re-activate a prior 
membership, send this application with a photocopy of 
your current AMA membership to the address shown to 
the right. 
 

 Membership Form 

 

Name _______________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________ 

City _____________________ State _____ Zip _______ 

Phone (____)______________ AMA # ______________ 

Freq. ________________ Birth date ________________ 

E-mail Address ________________________________ 

 Mail to:  Love-Air R/C 
  c/o Frank Ostermiller 
  332 63rd Ave 
  Greeley, CO 80634 

� Michael Harrington recognized the fine addition of the newsletter that was edited by or new newsletter editor Dan St 
John. The newsletter looks great and we all appreciate the job Dan is doing. 

� The club has received recognition again this year as a Gold Level Leader Club. Michael Harrington had a very nice 
plaque that was sent to the club and also very nice patched indicating 5 years as a Gold Leader Club. The patches are for 
all Love-Air members. Please see Michael Harrington to receive your patch. 

� The club is looking for the club brochures. We have been asked by local hobby store for some additional brochures for 
Love-Air. If anyone has these brochures please contact a club officer so we can get these to the local hobby stores. 

 

New Business: 

 

� Bob Ferrero gave a quick update on the Big Bird status. All members are encouraged to volunteer to assist in some aspect of 
this event. This is the clubs largest money making event. We solicited ideas from the members present on how to increase 
the ticket sale on the raffle plane. We must increase our efforts to sell raffle tickets as this has slowly decreased over the 
years. 

 

Program of the month: 

 

Dennis Spencer, Love-Air’s current safety office provided the annual safety briefing to all members present. For those of you that 
were not present you are encouraged to review both the AMA safety rules and the Drake Field safety rules. There were some 
issue discussed that are a safety concern for all members. Members were encouraged to address any safety violation witnessed at 
Drake Field. Safety is a number one priority with Love-Air RC. Thanks Dennis for providing this years briefing.  

 

Meeting Adjourned 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
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Come fly with us. 

The Love-Air R/C Club is a club organized to enjoy and 
promote the sport of flying radio controlled models.  The club 
is a chartered member of the Academy of Model Aeronautics 
(AMA), a national organization whose purpose is to promote 
the sport of model aviation. 

 
Meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month at 

7:30 PM in the Collision Repair building at the Ferrero Auto 
Center in Loveland. 

 
The annual membership fee is $60.00 and covers from July 

1st through June 30th.  Membership cards are issued and a 
monthly newsletter is sent to each member.  Current 
membership is required to fly at the Love-Air flying site.  The 
club requires that all members who use the club flying field 
are also current members of the AMA.  New members 
Welcome!  Ask any member for information.  See a club 
officer or check the box on the Freq. Board for membership 
forms. 
   Adult    Junior       Family 
Annual Dues  $60.00    $20.00       $80.00 
(1/2 price after Jan 1st)  
Runway Assessment $75.00       -0-       $75.00 
(One time only) 
 
Membership Chairman:  Frank Ostermiller (970) 376-7 836 
 

Field Weather Station:    Phone (970) 686-9026 
NEW LARC Home Page:     http:/www.loveairrc.org  

2006 Officers: 
President   Michael Harrington 226-4820 
Vice President   Chris Gallo  203-1939 
Secretary   Ron Colson  635-0649 
Treasurer   Joel Stein  482-3396 
Directors   Michael Derks  278-1383 
    Jim Hamm  223-2778 
    Neil Miles  282-0930 
Safety    Dennis Spencer   330-8917 
Newsletter Editor   Dan St. John  223-0849 
Webmaster   Matthew Johnson 229-5816 
 

Freq. Coordinator   Gene Burmeister 674-9820 
 

Instructors Thursday evenings 
  Coordinator   Gene Burmeister ** 674-9820 
  Lead Instructor   Dennis Spencer * 330-8917 
    Brayden Fisher  219-8859 
    Darwin Idler  225-2431 
    Andy Hiller  223-5068 
  Weekends by appointment only 
    Dave Genet  674-0058 
    Brandon Strait  226-6211 
 

Flight instruction is offered at no charge to members.  
Beginners night will be on Thursday evenings during 
Daylight Savings Time.  Priority shall be given to beginners 
flying with instructors.  Anyone desiring instruction needs to 
make arrangements ahead of time with an instructor.  If the 
weather station reports winds over 10MPH at 4:30 PM, wait 
until 6:00 PM and call the weather station again. 

P.O. Box 1781 

Loveland, CO  80539-1781 

Next meeting is Sat June 10th at 
Drake Field starting at 9:00 AM 

 Bring & Brag / Swap fest after 
meeting 


