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Presidential Thoughts 
 
Back on February 2nd, old Phil saw his shadow, but I 

didn’t know he could predict wind! It seems like every 
time I thought about going out, the wind started blow-
ing. I hope some of you were able to get out and enjoy 
the driest February we have had in a long time. 

Our February meeting was held at the Windsor 
Community Recreation Center, which is a very nice 
facility and worked out real well for us. I want to thank 
Van Kratzenstein for scheduling this room. We are 
now scheduled for the next 6 months in Windsor, so 
we have a new home! 

At that meeting, the club approved installing an 
electric only runway on the far west side of the west 
field. This new field will make a very nice flying area 
for the electric pilots in the club. Remember, this field 
is to be used only with 2.4 GHz or 27 MHz equipment 
only! 

We had another first in the club; we polled the 
members for their approval to move the dates of the 3-
D event via e-mail. About a week after the February 
meeting, we found out that the Sterling club also has a 
giant scale event scheduled for the same weekend in 
September. The CD asked the Board if he could change the dates to August and the Board decided 
to send the e-mail poll to the members to get final approval. The final tally showed that 92% of the 
members responding favored the date change (38 of 41).  I think this worked OK, and gives us an-
other venue for getting everyone’s opinion. I want to thank everyone who took the time to respond. 

This month’s presentation will be by Van Kratzenstein on fuel for our models. It should be very in-
teresting. I would also like to encourage you to bring in your winter projects for show & tell at the 
meetings. 
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MARCH MEETING  

LOCATION 

The March meeting will be 
held in the Pine A room in the 
Windsor Community Center. 
The center is located at 250 N. 
11th St. Windsor, Colorado  
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February Meeting Minutes 
The meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by Dan St John, club president. 

Van and others have been searching diligently for a facility to hold club meetings.  This facility 
(Windsor Community Building) was the best choice.  It is centrally located in the region, the 
monthly fee is a modest $35 and we can reserve it well in advance.  We currently have it for six 
months. 

Love Air R/C Club Meeting    February 11, 2009   
 

Craig Schriner was visiting tonight.  He is the 
manager of HobbyTown in Fort Collins and is 
going to join the club.  (Welcome Craig!) 

Our guest speaker for the evening was Wade 
Kloos, owner of Scale Pursuit Models, based 
in the Highlands Ranch area.   Wade spoke 
and showed a video of the large scale war-
bird model kits which his company produces.  
The current T-34 kits are made of machined 
EPP foam with a polycarbonite skin.  (Take a 

look at his company web site for more informa-
tion- www.scalepursuit.com ) 

The treasurers report was presented and ap-
proved by unanimous voice vote.  Details are not 
published but are always available to club mem-
bers by contacting our treasurer. 
 
 

Dan presented a 2009 budget proposal.  
Van made a motion to approve, it was 
seconded and approved by unanimous 
voice vote. 
 
A proposal was shown for a new run-
way to be built in the field west of our 
current parking area.  This would be for 
electrics only.  Jim Hamm presented 
this on behalf of himself, Tyler Hawker 
and Lewis Van Dyke.  
The 24 x 300 foot runway would be 
made of asphalt underlayment fabric 
used by many clubs in recent years.  
There would also be a taxiway and sev-
eral tables for equipment. 
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The runway would be built west of the small 
ditch (just west of the gravel parking lot) 
toward the south end between the oil tanks 
and south fence line.  Flying would be to the 
west.  Grading (smoothing) would need to 
be done but there is a volunteer to do that.  
The new field is intended to relieve conges-
tion at the main field.  It would be for NON-
giant electrics only and would be limited to 
radios on 27 MHz and 2.4 GHz only. 
 
Jim Brink noted that the Modeleers like their 
recent runway extension made of the same 
fabric. 
 
The total cost of the field would be $2000 
including fabric and tables. 
 
Jim Brink made a motion to approve.  Dave 
Kler seconded.  The voice vote to approve 
was unanimous except for one no vote 
(desiring more information and discussion 
before the vote.)   
 
Bob Ferrero brought his "new"  Cessna Bird 
Dog L19E for show and tell.  The wingspan 
is 105" and has a G-38 gas engine.  Bob 
shared a bit about a carburetor problem 
caused by a hardened diaphragm and how 
he found the problem and repaired it.  
 
Van mentioned that he likes Micro Fiber 
rags to dust a wing before covering.  They 
don't have the potential for leaving wax on 
the surface like tack cloth can do.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 PM.   
 
The raffle of old was brought back!  Tickets 
were sold for $1 each for a Yak 54 kit 
(donated by Hobbytown) and a gallon of fuel 
(donated by Things With Wings.)    The win-
ners were... lost in my (Durbin's) memory.   
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Ziroli F9F Panther Jet build 
(or how to get a jet the cheap way) 

  

 

 I always loved the F9F Panther, the straight-wing Grumman jet, probably from watching the 
old movie “Bridges at Toko-Ri”. I don’t know why, 
they don’t have wild paint schemes like the P-40 & 
P-51, they just look cool to me. Then along comes 
the 2007 Warbirds over the Rockies and Eric Karl 
brings out his Ziroli F9F. I spent some time talking 
to Eric about the Panther; he told me that this one 
was actually Nick Ziroli’s prototype model that had 
been converted from ducted fan to turbine. Eric 
was now running a Funsonic 13.5 lb thrust turbine. 
I thanked him for the info and told him I would 
send him the photos. 

After Warbirds I researched F9F models and 
found the Ziroli plans and composite kits from 
PST, & FeiBao. The PST is the same size as the 
Ziroli, (72” span) and the FeiBao is slightly larger. 

At that time I was more interested in the PST, but the price of the kit, retracts, turbine, radio, & 
all of the accessories put it out of my budget, so my Panther would have to wait. 

 The 2008 Warbirds reignited my desire for a Panther. I spent more time with Eric and he 
showed me the interior layout & construction of the Panther. I have built many kits, but never 
scratch built from plans and 
was hesitant to take on the 
Ziroli model. Figuring I could 
always sell the plans if I de-
cided not to build it, I ordered 
the plans from the Ziroli web-
site. A few days later, the 
plans arrived and I fell in love, I 
have to build this model! The 
drawing showing all the form-
ers is scary; the round fuse 
meant a lot of time cutting ply-
wood on the scroll saw. I 
started looking for kit cutters 
and found that Laser Lizard 
has a store on E-Bay and 
was actually auctioning a Ziroli Panther short kit at the time. I was outbid, but received a mes-
sage from Laser Lizard asking if I was interesting in purchasing a short kit for $85. I ordered the 
short kit, and then started making a list of balsa that would be needed and comparing prices. I 
found Balsa USA was the best price for the balsa & spruce needed ($88). So I had my Panther 

Eric Karl’s F9F turning final at WOTR 

The Panther’s former drawing, definitely a job for a laser kit 
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kit for $225, now to build the 
darn thing! 

I decided to start by building the 
fuselage first, I could always 
crank out wings, but take longer 
on a fuse. This fuse is a special 
challenge; it has the round 
Grumman shape. It starts out 
building a balsa crutch that the 
formers slide over. Once the 
stringers are added, most of the 
crutch is removed to save 
weight. You build the fuse on a 
set of crutch stands that must be equal height to keep the crutch flat and the fuse straight (I 
made mine of blue foam.)  Once the formers are glued in place on the crutch, the stringers are 

added. Also added at this time are the air 
inlet ducts for the turbine, the stub wing 
ribs and retract mounts. The vertical stabi-
lizer is built into the fuselage, so it builds 
along with the fuse. 

The part that concerned me with this build 
was planking the fuselage. The fuse is 
sheeted with 1/8” x ¾” balsa planks. The 
trick is that they have to taper down as the 
diameter of the fuse decreases. This brings 
you up to date, I have the front half 
planked and will be starting the back half 
this week. In the next few weeks, I will be 
building wings, mounting the turbine, fuel 
tanks, plumbing and all the rest. 

As for the goal of building it cheap, I 
ordered the retracts from Robart, that 
added $500 to the total, so I am up 
to $725. Of course when I add the 
turbine, the cost will really climb. My 
goal is to have the Panther flying by 
Warbirds. Now I have to get to work!. 

 

Inlet duct & stringers in place 

Planking started, lots more to go! 
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FOR SALE 
 Great Planes Combat Corsair 
    *43.25" Wingspan 
    *New OS 25FX Engine. 
    *Tactic Micro Servos installed 
    *Add your receiver and battery 
    *Never Flown, Engine broke in 
    *Wire main gear and steerable tail wheel added. 
    *Asking $150.00 
  
Contact Mike Byers 
m_byers@q.com 
 
Aero-Works 30% Extra 260 

          

 

SPECIFICATIONS: 
 
Wing Span  - 85 inches. 
Wing Area  – 1,270 square inches. 
Fuselage Length : 71.5" (Rudder to front of cowling) 
Fuselage Length : 75" (Rudder to front of 3.5” spinner) 
Weight:  17 lbs 
Engine:  Dessert Aircraft 50cc Gasoline 
Receiver:  Spectrum 2.4 GHz 7 Channel 
Servos: Hitec 5985 Digital High Torque Metal Geared  
Receiver Battery: 5,000ma Lithium Ion 7.4v 
Ignition Battery: 2,600ma Lithium Ion 7.4v 
Prop: 22 x 8 Carbon Fiber Metzlik, 22 x 8 Wood, 23 x 8 Carbon Fiber Metzlik 
Reason For Selling – I have moved up to a larger scale to compete in IMAC competitions 
Airplane Location – Parker, CO 
Selling Price - $2,200.00 
Contact Mike at 303-472-0957  
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The Love-Air R/C Club is a club organized to enjoy and 
promote the sport of flying radio controlled models.  The club 
is a chartered member of the Academy of Model Aeronautics 
(AMA), a national organization whose purpose is to promote 
the sport of model aviation. 

 
The annual membership fee is $60.00 and covers from July 

1st through June 30th.  Membership cards are issued and a 
monthly newsletter is sent to each member.  Current 
membership is required to fly at the Love-Air flying site.  The 
club requires that all members who use the club flying field 
are also current members of the AMA.  New members 
Welcome!  Ask any member for information.  See a club 
officer or check the box on the Freq. Board for membership 
forms. 
   Adult    Junior       Family 
Annual Dues  $60.00    $20.00       $80.00 
(1/2 price after Jan 1st)  
Runway Assessment $75.00       -0-       $75.00 
(One time only) 
 
Membership Chairman:  Frank Ostermiller (970 ) 378-7836 

Field Weather Station:    Phone (970) 686-9026 
LARC Home Page:     �������������	
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�   

2009 Officers: 
President      Dan St. John       231-4252  
Vice President  Van Kratzenstein     330-7670 
Secretary      Bob Provopulos      482-6443  
Treasurer      Tony Decrosta       223-2323 
Directors      Mark Smith       667-3575 
         Rich Schoonover      227-2515 
         Mark Klawin        214-7200  
Safety       Dave Kler        222-8498 
Newsletter Editor Jeff Dinius        667-0633 
Webmaster    Paul Johnson      229-5816 
Freq. Coordinator Mike Harrington      226-4820 
 

Instructors Thursday evenings  
  Coordinator     Dennis Spencer      330-8917   
         Brayden Fisher      219-8859 
         Darwin Idler       214-3315 
         Richard James      351-6042 
         Durbin Seidel      221-2559 
       Dave Kler        222-8498 
  By appointment only  
         Andy Hiller       223-5068 
         Bob Ferrero       214-1716 
                  Tim Farrow                         472-1083     
         Rich Schoonover     227-2515 

Flight instruction is offered at no charge to members.  
Beginners night will be on Thursday evenings from May 
through October.  Priority shall be given to beginners flying 
with instructors.  Anyone desiring instruction needs to make 
arrangements ahead of time with an instructor.  

P.O. Box 1781 

Loveland, CO  80539-1781 
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