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Five down and none to go!  It's taking a few days 

but I'm finally starting to decompress from the flurry 
of activity at the field.  I hope you enjoyed the wide 
variety of events we hosted as a club.  I know I did.  
But at the same time I'm ready for some "plane" old 
flying until next year.  I suppose we could squeeze in 
a couple more events - NAH!! 

 
It seems like a long time ago but we had our first 

official jet fun fly the weekend after Labor Day.  Dan 
St. John did his usual excellent job of running the 
event.  The pilot count was a bit less than hoped for 
but was up from the one day trial the previous year.  
Those that came had a good time and several re-
turned for the warbird event two weeks later.  Dan's 
looking to recruit some additional help next year with 
the hopes of growing the event. 

 
For the most part Mother Nature didn't mess with the 2008 Warbirds Over the Rockies.  Other than 

a gusty period late Friday afternoon and some crosswinds on Sunday the conditions were nearly 
ideal.  Especially on Saturday which saw a record number of spectators.  They filled our parking area 
and then some.  As I write this I don't have any official numbers for either pilots or spectators.  I think 
we had about 130 registered pilots which is on par with last year.  It appeared as if there were more 
planes this year and their quality even higher.  Even though the price of gas is high we still had pilots 
from Minnesota, Texas, Arizona, California, Utah, Nebraska,  and on and on.  No apparent second 
year drop off. 

 
We had a good number of members (40+) volunteer for various duties throughout the weekend to 

support the event and the Club.  Thanks for all your help!  I would like to take some space to recog-
nize those that served directly on the WOTR organizing committee: 

        Michael Derks           Mike Maxwell 
        Jack Bugg               Van Kratzenstein 
        Durbin Seidel           Mike and Pam Harrington 
We owe them a big thank you for the efforts before, during and after the event.  And big kudos to 

Jack Bugg for turning out the lights in the form of returning the bleachers and the final teardown ac-
tivities. 

 
And last but not least the O'Meara's - Brian and Bonnie.  Most of us have no clue how much work 

goes into the putting on an event of this magnitude.  It's massive for sure and the results show it.  I 
think the relationship between LoveAir and the O'Meara's gelled very nicely this year and I hope it 
continues for a long time to come.  It's a "win-win" situation for everyone.  APPLAUSE, APPLAUSE, 
APPLAUSE!!!! 

 
Continued on page 2) 
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One final thing to share with the membership, both years that we hosted the WOTR we've 
been fortunate to have Sam Wright as the event announcer.  Flat out, Sam knows his trade and 
excels accordingly.  He has a wealth of knowledge and experience at events around the coun-
try.  He took the time after returning to California to capture his thoughts and suggestions.  And 
yes, there are some things we could do better.  But what I wanted to share were some of his 
final comments to Brian and the Club: 

" ( I ) Just want this to continue to mature into the best warbird event in the world.  At your 
size, you know you cannot think like it is an average event.  I know you think like a champion as 
I have watched you fly for 20 years and I see your thought process in your planning of this 
event.  Nothing good in life is ever an accident, it takes a lot of planning and hard work.  You 
guys and the club hit this one out of the park."  Sam Wright 

 
Changing topics, expect some heavy equipment on the Drake property starting in mid Octo-

ber.  The Drakes were advised that Petro-Canada will be drilling a couple of wells.  Neither site 
is anticipated to impact our flying.  One is planned on the north end of the property by the ac-
cess the road, and the second near the west edge of our leased property.  Just use common 
sense and keep any flying safely away. 

 
We have two more general membership meetings this year so that means just one thing - 

nomination and election of officers for the coming year.  The latter will happen at the November 
meeting.  Here's your chance to shape the future of the club.  Before you quickly dismiss the 
notion by saying "I just want to fly", remember this stuff doesn't just magically happen.  There's a 
reason we have a large membership, a premium flying site, host a variety of events and have 
money in the bank.  If we all just paid our dues and flew the situation would be entirely different.  
Maybe this is the year YOU should step up and get more involved to insure a great future for 
LoveAir RC. 

 
Hope to see you at the field and at the meeting. 
 
Mark Smith 

Minutes for September meeting 
We met at the train museum and 
looked at trains! 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Durbin Seidel 

And it was a very nice tour. The following 
pictures provide an idea of what we saw... 
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Additional pictures from the Greeley train museum m eeting... 
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Warbirds Over The Rockies – WOW!!!! 
Mike Harrington 

 
The 5th Annual Warbirds over the Rockies in now history.  What a weekend!!  There were 114 

registered pilots and a ton of aircraft.  Many preregistered pilots (there were 84) were there 
bright an early on Friday morning causing somewhat of a traffic jam during check in.  Thanks to 
Richard James and others, we finally hit our stride and had every one checked in by about 9:15.  

 
We had great weather all weekend in spite of a small shower and wind on Friday afternoon.  

The wind played havoc with the tents such that one had to be set up again.  There was good 
spectator turn out on each day with most folks attending on Saturday.  Smokin’ Dave’s BBQ was 
terrific – the best food we’ve had in my experience.   

 
There were many stunning models present but none more impressive than Dave Gianakos’ P

-47 with wing guns and ammo belts with bullets visible through doors.  Only terrific!  Dave said 
that the ammo belts were obtained on eBay and are used in the WW II dioramas. 

 
There were few mishaps.  However there was one notable dumb thumb of a turbine MB 339 

which cratered in the soft field north of the runway.    The aircraft was totaled but the engine ap-
peared to be OK. 

 
The full scale Seafury and AT-6 flybys gave everyone goose bumps and something to re-

member on both Saturday and Sunday.   
 
I want to extend my sincerest thanks to all of those who volunteered.  I’m certain that I will 

miss a name or two, so my apologies.  The LARC WOTR committee:  Van Kratzenstein, Mike 
Maxwell, Mark Smith, Jack Bugg (the go to guy), Michael Derks, Durbin Seidel.  Thanks to 
Frank Ostermiller for the sound system and Neil Miles for the extra speakers.   Also Dan St 
John, David Brock, Jeff DInius, Michael Keenan-Harte, Evan Harrington, the CAP youth, who 
were invaluable in helping with parking, Greg Marino, Andy Hiller and probably others. 

 
I must also recognize my resident accountant and wife Pam for being the banker, keeping the 

books and producing the final accounting.  And to Bonnie O’Meara who worked tirelessly to 
make the weekend a huge success.  Thanks to 
both of you, we owe you! 

 
I know that Dan St. John took many great pho-

tos which he will soon have posted.  There is a 
thread on RC Universe (http://
www.rcuniverse.com/forum/m_7915571/tm.htm ) 
with lots of pics and links to many others.  Please 
also see  

http://www.wyliewarbirds.com/photogallery/
wbor2008/wbor.htm 

http://www.wyliewarbirds.com/photogallery/
wbor2008/index.htm 

WOTR 2008, Sunday photos 
 Dave’s P-47 – Too much time on his hands? 
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Warbirds Over The Rockies by Brian and Bonnie 
 
Warbirds Over The Rockies over the last five years has grown into the premier event of it’s 

kind in the country.  Our board did an excellent job and their 9 months of planning really paid off. 
The last two years at Love Air have only served to showcase the event, due to the excellent par-
ticipation of all the members of the club who have poured their hard earned time and energy, 
into insuring the event’s success. The runway improvements and the addition of the grass in the 
infield did not go unnoticed by the pilots, especially those from the mid-west who are used to 
thick grass flying fields. 

 
Per our agreement with Love Air, the club will receive $4,400 in revenue from this event. 
 
As you know there was no financial risk to the club, as Warbirds Over The Rockies assumed 

all liabilities. In future if the event grows, so too will revenue to the club. 
 
It appears that we attracted 114 pilots from 16 states. It’s difficult to list all of the highlights of 

the event in this brief overview, however the full sized fly over, the pyrotechnic display, the noon 
time air show and Colonel Thacker’s remarks at the banquet are at the top of the list. He was 
the absolute star of the weekend. As you know the Colonel was one of the B-17 pilots that flew 
unarmed into the attack at Pearl Harbor. 

 
He also holds the worlds speed record from Hawaii to New York, non-stop in a P-82. In addi-

tion to fighting in three wars for the U.S, he participated in the test pilot program with Chuck 
Yeager during the time that the sound barrier was broken. If you missed the banquet you 
missed the experience of a lifetime. At 92 years young, the colonel is a legend worthy of our 
praise and he is a true American Hero. 

 
We distributed in excess of $15,000 dollars worth of merchandise, of which, $5,000 was 

handed out at the banquet. Our hats are also 
off to the university for the great job they did in 
hosting the banquet. The prime rib was out-
standing! All in all the weather held and we 
witnessed phenomenal airplanes and world 
class pilots. We are looking forward to doing it 
all again next year. 

 
Thanks Again to all involved with Love Air! 
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Some additional WOTR pictures…  
 

Target destroyed!     Pyro adds so much realism. 

Hold on tight!     The C47 is ready to launch on 
another mission over enemy lines. 

A wide assortment of sizes and vintage. 

A battle weary warrior limping home down low. 

A truly deserving award winner. 
Pilots come in all sizes too. 
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Love-Air Jet Rally 

Dan St. John  

The Love-Air Jet Rally was held on September 12-14, 2008 at Drake Field. My wife, Rita & I 
spent Thursday (Sept 11) cleaning up the field and mowing the edge of the runway, while we 
waited for 2 jet jocks who were scheduled to arrive Thursday. afternoon. Larry Laughlin & Jim 
Edie rolled in and about an hour later, so did the rain!  

 
Friday morning dawned WET! I could not believe this, what did the club do to upset the pow-

ers that be?? I needed to take my trailer out to the field with supplies for the event, plus I had 
received a call from Larry Laughlin, one of the early arrivals who came in Thursday. He has 
back problems and had forgotten his medications. Luckily they were over the counter, so I 
stopped at Walgreen’s and headed for the field. I got Larry his meds and spent a few hours talk-
ing jets with him and watching the rain come down. 

 
Friday afternoon the rain broke and Larry & Jim broke out the jets. I fired up the leaf blower 

and dried off the taxiways for them while they fueled up. Both Larry & Jim got in a few flights 
before the rain started again. It seemed that every time Larry went up to fly, it would start driz-
zling. About 5 minutes after he would land, it stopped. Jim would go fly and have no rain. As 
soon as Larry pulled up the gear and flaps, the drizzle started!  Friday ended with all of us hop-
ing for clear skies Saturday. 

 
Saturday morning started out looking good. I arrived very early because I was very nervous 

about the road into the field. I knew if the rains stayed away, the road would dry out, but what 
kind of shape would it be in when the pilots start arriving? Luckily the road was rough but pass-
able, so I prepared the field for the day while the pilots assembled their birds. We did have one 
loss on Friday. Larry had set his JR 10X transmitter on the table while he got his plane in the 
trailer during one of the afternoon rains. Well, the rain got into the touch-screen and it stopped 
working. Larry dried it out as best he could, but no luck. Being an ingenious Amateur Radio 
(a.k.a. Ham) operator, Larry swapped the touch-screen in his 10X Heli radio with the defective 
unit in his 10X Airplane radio. He asked if he could do a short flight with one of his glow planes 
before he risked his turbines, to which I agreed. After a range check, Larry did a test hop with 
good results, so he was back in business. Later that day, Larry asked to borrow my 10X Heli 
radio to fly his jet heli. Being the thoughtful CD that I am, I agreed and we loaded his setup from 
his PC to my 10X, and away he went with his Jetcopter.  

 
While all this was going on, we had plenty of flying going on. Lee DeMary was really enjoying 

our runway, doing touch & go’s with his Bobcat. Jim Edie was flying his BVM Bandit and also 
helping Tony DeCrosta make sure his new ShockJet was ready for flight. Tim Brown (from 
Canon City!) was flying his electrified Maverick jet. Tim runs two 12S1P batteries in the Maver-
ick for about 5 minutes of flight. The E-Jet was very impressive, almost as fast as the turbine 
birds, but no whoosh! While Jim Edie was helping Tony, another one of our new jet jocks, Jim 
Hamm was getting some hands on (would that be Hamms on?) lessons from Ryan Halden-
wanger on running Jim’s Artes Jet engine. At 12:30 on Saturday, we shut down flying for 15 
minutes, put all the jets on the new green grass and invited all the spectators down onto the field 
to get a close look. Overall all the jet guys were very happy to help out the newbies and to an-
swer questions from all the spectators. At 12:45, we secured the field and opened up the flight 
line. There were so many beautiful models, it was a real treat to see all of them flying in the af-
ternoon sky. Of special interest was the scale models flown by Clark Graves and Ryan Halden-
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wanger. Ryan was flying his MB339 and Clark had his F-22 in the air. Jets are cool but scale 
jets are really impressive. Both Ryan and Clark did a fantastic job with their models. I asked if 
both gentlemen would be returning in 2 weeks Warbirds and both replied yes. I failed to get pho-
tos of Ryan’s MB339, but did catch the F-22.  

 
Saturday night we served a BBQ dinner catered by BBQ Bob’s in Loveland. This was a big hit 

and even our President & Vice-President joined us for dinner.  
 
Sunday morning started out cloudy,  which the pilots didn’t mind, it kept the sun out of their 

eyes! The flying picked up right where it left off on  
Saturday and we even had a few firsts. 

Tony DeCrosta arrived very early and before the event started, put in the maiden flight on his 
Shockjet under the watchful eyes of Jim Edie and Larry Laughlin. Tony and the Shockjet flew 
flawlessly and put in many more flights that day. By the time the event officially started, Tony 
had to recharge the receiver batteries. Congrats Tony! 

 
The event wrapped up at 2:00 PM on Sunday, but there were still jets in the air. I was ex-

hausted, so I headed home. Every pilot I talked with had a great time and loved the field. They 
were all asking that we do it again next year!  

 
The event was a success; we ended up with 20 registered pilots. They came all the way from 

Gillette & Casper WY to the north and Colorado Springs & Canon City to the south.  Everyone 
had fun and we added a little money to the club’s bank account. I want to thank Mike Harrington, 
Van Kratzenstein, Jim Hamm, for all their help on Saturday & Sunday and my wife, Rita, for her 
hard work all three days.  
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Additional pictures from the Jet Fun Fly…  
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Aircraft for sale 
Lonnie Auldridge is moving back to California and would like to sell a few aircraft before he 
leaves. Lonnie can be reached at 970-587-5926 for more information. 

 

Rambler 45 ARF 
Irvine engine size unknown 
Spring air type retracts 
Tail dragger 
Includes servos and FM Futaba compatible receiver without crystal 
$200 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lanier Stinger 60 
 OS 61SF engine 
 Fixed tail dragger gear 
 Includes servos and FM Futaba compatible receiver without crystal 
 $150 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trainer with semi-symmetrical wing 
 Thunder Tiger 46 engine 
 Tricycle fixed gear 
 Includes servos and FM Futaba compatible receiver without crystal 
 $100 
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The Love-Air R/C Club is a club organized to enjoy and 
promote the sport of flying radio controlled models.  The club 
is a chartered member of the Academy of Model Aeronautics 
(AMA), a national organization whose purpose is to promote 
the sport of model aviation. 

 
Meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month at 

7:00 P.M. at the Ferrero Auto Center located in the Centerra 
Motorplex. 

 
The annual membership fee is $60.00 and covers from July 

1st through June 30th.  Membership cards are issued and a 
monthly newsletter is sent to each member.  Current 
membership is required to fly at the Love-Air flying site.  The 
club requires that all members who use the club flying field 
are also current members of the AMA.  New members 
Welcome!  Ask any member for information.  See a club 
officer or check the box on the Freq. Board for membership 
forms. 
   Adult    Junior       Family 
Annual Dues  $60.00    $20.00       $80.00 
(1/2 price after Jan 1st)  
Runway Assessment $75.00       -0-       $75.00 
(One time only) 
 
Membership Chairman:  Frank Ostermiller (970 ) 378-7836 

Field Weather Station:    Phone (970) 686-9026 
LARC Home Page:     �������������	

���
�   

2008 Officers: 
President   Mark Smith  667-3575 
Vice President   Van Kratzenstein 330-7670 
Secretary   Durbin Seidel  221-2559 
Treasurer   Joel Stein  482-3396 
Directors   Mike Maxwell  454-1431 
    Tom Yamada  686-5045 
    Mike Harrington  226-4820 
Safety    Art Mutschler  586-7553 
Newsletter Editor   Jeff Dinius  667-0633 
Webmaster   Paul Johnson  229-5816 
Freq. Coordinator   Mike Harrington  226-4820 
 

Instructors Thursday evenings  
  Coordinator   Gene Burmeister ** 674-9820 
  Lead Instructor   Dennis Spencer * 330-8917 
    Brayden Fisher  219-8859 
    Darwin Idler  214-3315 
    Richard James  351-6042 
    Durbin Seidel  221-2559 
  By appointment only  
    Andy Hiller  223-5068 
    Bob Ferrero  214-1716 
               Tim Farrow                       472-1083     

Flight instruction is offered at no charge to members.  
Beginners night will be on Thursday evenings from May 
through October.  Priority shall be given to beginners flying 
with instructors.  Anyone desiring instruction needs to make 
arrangements ahead of time with an instructor.  
 
Special note: We need more flight instructors! If you are 
interested in helping, please contact Gene Burmeister. 

P.O. Box 1781 

Loveland, CO  80539-1781 
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