
����������	
�� 
	��	�
	�������
�������������������

���	������� �

�!���"#���!���$�%"�

One down, one to go.  Big events that is. 
 

I know Bob Ferrero has a recap of the Big Bird 
elsewhere in the newsletter so I won't dwell on the 
event itself.  I do want to take this opportunity to 
thank Bob for serving as the Event Director for the 
past SEVEN Big Birds.  That would be the 8th, 9th, 
10th, 11th, 12th, 13th and 14th Annual.  An impres-
sive list and even more impressive effort. 

 
Bob - a big thank you from all us!! 
 
A year ago Bob announced that #7 would be his 

last so an opportunity awaits someone to step up and champion the event in 2008.  Speaking of 
2008, I plan to hold a meeting in December to review all of the events on this year's calendar.  We'll 
take a quick look back at each event, small or large, and recap what went well, what didn't, etc., etc.  
More about that in a month or two. 

 
The "one to go" of course is the Warbirds Over the Rockies (WOTR) event.  As mentioned in an 

earlier email, everything is coming together very nicely.  This is looking to be a very special event with 
a number of different features.  It's not just another big bird event for sure.  You really should make 
plans to attend regardless of whether you participate as a registered pilot or just as a host club mem-
ber.  We already know from the pre-registrations that there will be a large number of pilots that have 
never been to one of our events.  As with any guest, at any of our events, we want them to feel wel-
comed and have a great experience.  And leave eager to come back in the future.  With that in mind, 
please make yourself a ready ambassador for the Club by assisting our guests whenever possible. 

 
Last spring when we made the decision to host two large events just weeks apart we acknowl-

edged it would be a huge effort.  Now we are in the middle of that challenging 6 week window.  A lot 
of work has been done by many of you already and there's still plenty ahead of us.  More of that 
"crazy fun" as I like to think of it.  To help get through the next 2 weeks we'd all be wise to arrive with 
an abundance of patience and understanding.  And don't forget - it's our hobby, let's keep it fun! 

 
We have some fun planned for this month's meeting as well.  Dan and Greg St. John will be giving 

a program about turbine engines.  Followed by a video clip that Harry Peckham has of a jet crashing 
at the Valley View Field.  Should be interesting.  If anyone has a new warbird we'd love for you to 
bring it for show-n-tell. 

 
The Jet event will happen after I write this and probably before you read it.  The weather forecast 

looks promising so it will be interesting to see what kind of turnout shows up.  An early thank you to 
the St. Johns for taking the lead on this event and breaking out the grill for lunch. 
 
Hope to see you soon at the field. 
 
Mark Smith 
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Minutes from the August meeting 

 

Don Shaffer, M.D., Captain, USN (Ret.) was our guest speaker for the evening. 
 
Dr. Shaffer spoke about his aviation experiences in the 
United States Navy flying the A-6E from carriers during the 
Viet Nam era. 
 
The A-6 has a wingspan of 53’, is 54’ long, weighs 27,500 
lbs empty and carries 16,000 lbs of fuel. Top speed is 575 
knots in level flight at sea level w/o external armaments.  It is 
capable of 6.5 positive G’s and 3.5 negative G’s. 
 
The A-6 has flaperons/spoilers and a horizontal stabilizer but 
no elevator.  It has two seats- one for the pilot and one for 
the bombardier. The EA-6B prowler is a 4 seat aircraft used 
for ECM jamming and is still in use today.  The other A-6’s 
were retired in 1997.  Some had been in service 30 years 
but had been refurbished along the way. 
 
Pilots learned “carrier landings” by first practicing at a 
fixed field. They practiced approximately 24 landings a 
day before getting to land on a ship. There were no land 
based catapults for practicing takeoffs.  The first catapult 
takeoff was from a ship and the first actual carrier land-
ing was a touch and go. The pilot experiences approxi-
mately 3 G’s during a catapult takeoff! 
 
Carrier landings required careful attention to center line, 
glide slope and angle of attack (which is critical.)  A car-
rier deck/runway is about 700’ long and 75’ wide.  If the plane was only 5’off center line when 
landing, the pilot would be waived off. 
(Remember, Love Air now has an 800’ x 62’ runway!!) 
 
 Landing was typically at 120 knots with 650 fps decent rate and no flare.  “We just flew into the 
deck!”  Full power was applied exactly at touchdown in case you didn’t catch the wire and had to 
take off again. 
 
(For headwind) ships could do 35-40 knots but 15 knots was typical.  One could see the lumi-
nescent wake about 2 miles behind the ship. 
 
Dr. Shaffer has had about 240 carrier takeoffs and landings but his last flight in 1970 was the 
most “exciting” flight and the most “exciting” landing of his career!  (Most harrowing was im-
plied.) 
 
During his second tour of duty they had the TACAN (TACtical Air Navigation) radio beacon for 
navigation.  (Apparently during the first tour, no beacon.) 
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Author Steven Kuntz  wrote Flight Of The Intruder and Dr. Shaffer taught several of his students. 
 
It was an excellent presentation by Dr. Shaffer! 
 
The business meeting was called to order at 7:15 PM 
 
Treasurers Report: 
$2,769 in dues were received in July.  The heli event made $572.  The IMAC made $233.  CD 
$325  Big Bird income was $872 including some donations. 
A complete report is available to club members.  Contact the treasurer. 
It was moved and seconded to accept the treasurer’s report and approved by unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
BIG BIRD Review 
Bleachers need to be moved on Monday.  Help is needed for this and several other areas. 
Jack Bugg and Lloyd McConnell have been working hard to get new permits, traffic control, 
EMT, police, etc   worked out.  The initial contact was for traffic control. 
 
Jeff Dinius will be asked to send out a notice asking for help with setup Saturday morning at 
7:00 AM. 
 
Dan St. John put out a flier for the jet fun fly event on Sept 8 
 
If multiple people are flying remember to fly the general oval pattern. 
 
The large storage container will be painted on Saturday. 
 
Adjourned approximately 9:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Durbin Seidel 

Special thank you  

I want to extend a big THANK YOU to all of the Big Bird parking volunteers.  Ken and I appreci-
ate the time you spent helping collect donations, direct traffic and park 1,000 cars over the 
weekend!   

A special thank you also goes out to Ken Anderson, Liz Caldwell and their group of Civil Air Pa-
trol cadets who spent all day both days helping our club.   

Thanks also to the group of Boy Scouts- we appreciate you as well. 

 

Durbin Seidel 
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Things with Wings 

8 -  S9152  Futaba Servo’s.  New in the box. $775.00 for all or $100.00 for one. No Trades 

9 -  S9152  Futaba Servo’s.  Used excellent.  Just returned from Futaba, cleaned and greased. No servo 
arms.  All 9 servo’s  $ 700.00 or sold separately for $85.00 each. 

2.6m  Composite ARF – Jason Schulman design.- DA 100cc -8611a servo $3300.00 ?? 

Call for more details.   
Greg Franks  303-420-7900 
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      14th Annual Big Bird  

Another successful year for Love-Air R/C!  We have to thank Mark Smith and Lloyd McConnell 
for starting this great event.  I believe it was patterned after the famous fly-in in Mitchell,  
Nebraska.  
 
There are many people that helped, I would like to thank the Big Bird Committee for many years 
of effort.  They are:   
  Michael Harrington 
                 Joel Stein 
                 Neil Miles 
                 Mike Maxwell 
                 Ron Colson 
                 Tom and Carol Yamada 
                  Chris Ferrero 
                  Durbin Seidel 
                   Dennis Spencer 
                   Frank Ostermiller 
                   Don Simon 
                   Van Krazenstein 
 
These people put in many hours and are very proud of the Big Bird and Love-Air R/C. 
  
This year we had great weather, terrific flying, and many spectators that enjoyed the week-
end.  This must be a happening in Northern Colorado.  AMA in Indiana couldn't believe that we 
had so many spectators at this event. 
  
Sean McMurtry  put on excellent shows, Josh Moen did an amazing helicopter show, and many 
others showed their skills.  It is very obvious that RC pilots are getting better and better!  At least 
some of us???   
  
Bert Sutton again showed his talents with his big American CAP 232. 
  
There are many, many people that volunteered to put this event on.  I wish I could name them 
all!  Our club has tremendous support from its members-that is what makes this so much fun. 
  
There were two people that are not members but did a lot of work.  Jim Moore from a Denver 
club spent all week helping-you may remember him from last year as he spent the weekend in 
the transmitter impound.  The others, Ken and Shirley Lachney from Alexandria, Louisiana.  Ken 
spent the week picking up trash in the west lot as well as the east.  They belong to the Mid-State 
R/C club in Alexandria. 
  
If anyone would like to get involved with this event next year just speak up!  We will even help 
you get started. 
  
Bob Ferrero 
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Amazing Big Bird pictures  

 

For those that missed the event, the following are some pictures taken by Dan St. John. The 
photographers may like to know Dan used a Canon 20D Digital SLR with a Canon 100-400 
zoom lens. He also shot over 6000 pictures during the week end. Check his web site for a lot 
more of his handy work (http://www.pbase.com/dstjohn/2007_big_bird_festival&page=all). 

  

 

Bob Provopolus’ 40% Cardon Extra 260 1911 AVRO  

From wild 
to mild... 

Balsa USA Fokker D7  Kange Monocoupe 

warbird to 
civilian... 

and lots of 
smoke. 

Greg St.John's 2.3 meter Extra 300L  B-36 bomber with 6 .30 size engines �

The 14th annual Big Bird festival had something for everyone. A great event! 



For Sale  by H.K. Johnson 330-4867 

- Piper PA22 “Tripacer”: 63” span with flaps, O.S. 4 6 engine with Pitts-style muffler.  In-
cludes a Futaba T6XA radio system and buddy cord.  $225 

- Piper PA38 “Tomahawk” kit new in box. 72” span with  flaps. Engine size .36 to .50. Futaba 
R127DF receiver, NR4J battery pack, and 5 each 3003  servos included.  $125  

For Sale by Lloyd McConnell  330-5101 

- Aeroworks 31% Sukoi SU31 Builder’s Kit 101” span, 87” length. Engine - 3.7 to 6.0 CUI 
(100cc).  $350 

 

It is free to list items for sale in the newsletter . Contact the editor with the items for sale. 
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Don’t forget the Warbirds Over The Rockies  
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The Love-Air R/C Club is a club organized to enjoy and 
promote the sport of flying radio controlled models.  The club 
is a chartered member of the Academy of Model Aeronautics 
(AMA), a national organization whose purpose is to promote 
the sport of model aviation. 

 
Meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month at 

7:00 P.M. at the Ferrero Auto Center located in the Centerra 
Motorplex. 

 
The annual membership fee is $60.00 and covers from July 

1st through June 30th.  Membership cards are issued and a 
monthly newsletter is sent to each member.  Current 
membership is required to fly at the Love-Air flying site.  The 
club requires that all members who use the club flying field 
are also current members of the AMA.  New members 
Welcome!  Ask any member for information.  See a club 
officer or check the box on the Freq. Board for membership 
forms. 
   Adult    Junior       Family 
Annual Dues  $60.00    $20.00       $80.00 
(1/2 price after Jan 1st)  
Runway Assessment $75.00       -0-       $75.00 
(One time only) 
 
Membership Chairman:  Frank Ostermiller (970 ) 378-7836 

Field Weather Station:    Phone (970) 686-9026 
LARC Home Page:     �������������	

���
�   

2007 Officers: 
President   Mark Smith  667-3575 
Vice President   Tom Yamada  686-5045 
Secretary   Durbin Seidel  221-2559 
Treasurer   Joel Stein  482-3396 
Directors   Don Simon  962-9998 
    Bob Ferrero  667-2481 
    Mike Harrington  226-4820 
Safety    Dennis Spencer   330-8917 
Newsletter Editor   Jeff Dinius  667-0633 
Webmaster   Matthew Johnson 229-5816 
Freq. Coordinator   Mike Harrington  226-4820 
 

Instructors Thursday evenings  
  Coordinator   Gene Burmeister ** 674-9820 
  Lead Instructor   Dennis Spencer * 330-8917 
    Brayden Fisher  219-8859 
    Darwin Idler  214-3315 
    Richard James  351-6042 
    Durbin Seidel  221-2559 
  By appointment only  
    Andy Hiller  223-5068 
    Bob Ferrero  214-1716 
               Tim Farrow                       472-1083     

Flight instruction is offered at no charge to members.  
Beginners night will be on Thursday evenings from May 
through October.  Priority shall be given to beginners flying 
with instructors.  Anyone desiring instruction needs to make 
arrangements ahead of time with an instructor.  
 
Special note: We need more flight instructors! If you are 
interested in helping, please contact Gene Burmeister. 

P.O. Box 1781 

Loveland, CO  80539-1781 
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